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ABOUT THE BEAGLE 
The Beagle is a breed of dog that belongs to the group of dogs known as  the hounds. A hound is a 
dog that is predominantly used for hunting. The purpos e of the Beagle w as originally to hunt small 
game such as Hare or Rabbit. In m odern times, the Beagle has become a versatile dog whose work 
includes services to quarantine, term ite detect ion, companion dog, pet therapy, and use in m ovies 
and commercia ls. However, its m ost valuab le asse t in be ing an ideal f amily pet is what m akes 
Beagle’s one of the most popular and sought after breeds of hound. They are an attractive, relatively 
low maintenance dog but being a pack dog, require a lot of attention and regular company. 

General appearance and purpose 
Whilst the height of a Beagle va ries across the worl d, it is generally accepted that a Beagle should 
be between  thirteen in ches (33cm ) and six teen inches (4 0cm) when m easured to the Beagle’s  
withers (the top of their shoulders). 

There are m any different colour variations of the 
Beagle, from the trad itional tricolour (black back 
blending into tan and w hite), to Tan and W hite, 
Lemon and W hite, mottles and pied s. Regardless 
of the colour combination, all Beagles will have a 
white tip on their tail, known as their “S tern or 
Flag”. This has been bred  into the breed so th at 
when the B eagle is out in the grass hunting, they 
have their nose down and th eir tail in the air, with 
their white tip being easily seen by their owners. 

The Beagle has the char acteristic of being a  
devoted fam ily m ember that will provide many 
hours of fun, love and amusement each day. 

General health 
The Beagle is a breed that is not  susceptible to many of the canine characteristics that can be found 
in other breeds of dogs. They are not pron e to hip d isplacement, back problem s, breathing 
difficulties or other conditions that can be found in other breeds. Generally, the Beagle breed is very 
sound. Their proportions and size reduce their suscepti bility to structural problem s. Unfortunately, 
this, along with their placid na ture, m ay be the reason why so me countries use Beagles for 
experiments and testing of products. 

All m ammals, including  dogs, are equally su sceptible to the regular con ditions and diseases that 
mammals can get. Beagles are no exception. There is the same percentage of Beagles with epilepsy, 
for example, as you will find in any breed of dog or any species of mammal. 

History 
It is always useful to know about the history of any breed of dog, as this provides valuable insight 
into the likely nature of the breed.  

Beagles have a long and consistent history and, as a result, have a lot of natural instinct. As a breed, 
Beagles have been in existence for quite som e time, although their precise origins are only vaguely 
known. 
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Beagle type dogs are described  in documents dating from  400BC Greece and 200A D Britain. The 
Romans are also thought to have transported to England with them small rabbit hunting hounds and 
bred them with the local hounds. Talbot Hounds were brought to England from France during the 

Norman Conquest in 1066 and are considered to 
be ances tors to the Sou thern Houn d, the Beag le 
and the Foxhound. 

Beagles b ecame popular with  the British 
monarchy in the 1300 and 1400s. Edward II and 
Henry VII both kept packs of Glove Beagles, so 
named since they were sm all enough to fit on a 
glove.  

By the 1400s Beagles existed in Britain, Italy, 
Greece and  France. Th e word “Beagle” h as two 
possible origins. It either originated from the word 
“beag” which m eans sm all or from the Fren ch 

word “begle” meaning “useless or of little value”. 

By the 1700s two types of hounds e xisted for hunti ng rabbits: the Southern Hound and the m uch 
quicker North Country Beagle. Since fox hunting was becoming increasingly popular, Beagles were 
being kept less and less in favour of Foxhounds. Fortunately for the continuing existence of the 
Beagle, farmers in England, Ireland and Wales continued to keep packs to hunt with. 

Traditionally, it was said that the rich m an kept a pack of foxhounds  and hunted on horseback 
where the horses could keep up with the foxhounds in pursuit. The poorer m an kept packs of 
Beagles, because they had fewer horses and pursued the packs of Beagles on foot. 

In the mid 1800s Reverend Phillip Honeywood establis hed his pack of Beagle s in Essex, England, 
which is thought to be the progenitor of the m odern Beagle. He was breeding for hunting skills 
though, not for looks. A fellow Englishman, Thomas Johnson, was responsible for breeding lines of 
Beagles that could hunt and look attractive. 

THE BEAGLE AS A PET 
The Beagle can be considered an id eal pet for homes where there is regular com pany and attention 
available. A Beagle will thrive in an environment where there are other companions, whether this is 
in the form of another Beagle, other dogs or animals, or humans. 

A Beagle is an ideal companion dog for people of all ages and abilities. Not only do they suit a  
family environment, they are a loyal and loving dog for those seeking canine accompaniment. They 
are well suited as social support for elderly people  and for people with disabilities. B eagle owners 
often find the loyalty and devotion shown by the Beagle being reciprocated by the owner. 

Beagles are particularly suited to homes where there are children and are considered by m any to be 
one of the best breeds for young families. Their placid nature and tolerance means it is very unlikely 
a Beagle will becom e aggressiv e to wards child ren. Being a relatively sm all and tender looking 
breed of dog, they tend not to intim idate children.  The Bea gle’s gentle, playful nature soon m akes 
most childr en comfortable. As the Beagle has th e temperament well suited to childr en, it is a lso 
important for children to learn to respect the Beagle’s needs and to value the Beagle as being part of 
their family. Whilst the Beagle is n ot a  big dog, it  is  a  breed that has s tamina and will p lay with 
children for as long as the kids can keep up. Quite often it is the children that tire before the Beagle. 

Most people who have had Beagles know that their reputation as “the eternal puppy” is well earned. 
The Beagle rem ains playf ul f or most of  their  liv es and it is not uncomm on to see thir teen or  
fourteen-year-old Beagles wanting to play with the sam e enthusiasm they had when they were a 
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puppy. You need to keep this in mind when considering a Beagle, as they will need co mpanionship 
and attention their whole lives. 

Because the Beagle is a pack dog, it  is happiest being with you, regardless of what you are doing. If 
you are out on a walk, working in the garden, or playing in the back yard, your Beagle will be right 
there with you. Then, when the work is done, your Beagle will curl up at your feet. 

WHEN IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR BEAGLE 
Buying a puppy on impulse m ay only cause financia l and personal heartbreak later on. It m akes 
better sense to put som e real thought into your canine  investment, especially since it is likely that 
your Beagle will share many years with you.  

It is important when looking for a new dog, not to be convinced from the outset that a Beagle is “the 
dog” for you. Read all you can about the breed and vi sit as m any dog shows as possible as this i s 
where you will m eet the breeders who can give you all th e details an d advice ab out your ch osen 
breed. Pet Expos occur regularly and Beagle displays are often part of these Expos.  

The needs of a Beagle 
Before you acquire a Beagle consid er what a Beagle requires of 
you….. 

1. Long term comm itment to an imal ownership (Beagles can 
live to 15 years and beyond). 

2. A secure fence that a Beagle cannot go over, through or 
under. 

3. An owner prepared for the puppy stage?   Puppies like to rumm age around in gardens, chew 
whatever they can find, dig holes etc.  Puppies are like little toddlers and require patience and 
tolerance.    If you do not want to go through the puppyhood phase you may want to consider an 
older Beagle.   

4. An owner that is prepared for the Beagle to b ecome part of the fa mily, not just a pet.  W hile 
Beagles live happily outside they need regular interaction with their owners. 

5. Company during the day. Are you or another fam ily member home at least part of the day or do 
you have another dog? 

Beagles need the com pany of their hum an pack  or another canine friend.  Left for lengthy 
periods of time on a regular basis will m ake for a very unhappy, lonely and very bored Beagle 
who will soon get up to  m ischief to reliev e that boredom – ie barking , taking clothes off the  
line, trying to escape – these are but a few avenues of entertainment for a bored Beagle. 

6. An owner prepared for the cost. Besides the initia l outlay for the purchase of your Beagle it will 
also be necessary for yo ur Beagle to  be des exed, vaccinated every year, be put on  heartworm 
prevention, registered with the local council,  be kennelled while you are on holidays and of 
course m ay require other veterinary services for unforeseen reasons.  This can add up to a 
substantial cost and can be a strain on a family budget.  

Who to buy from 
The only reliable place to buy a Beagle puppy is from  a reputa ble breeder whos e business is 
breeding qu ality Beagles. Reputable breeders w ill be willin g to answer any questio ns you m ight 
have that pertain to th e breed and they will make themselves available to you if you call for adv ice 
or if you encounter problem s after you have made your purchase. To find such kennels contact the 
controlling body in your state i.e. The Canine Control Council Qld, who will give you a lis t of 
registered breeders in yo ur area. In Queensland,  The Beagle Club of Queensl and is able to p rovide 
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information about litters and breeders in Queensl and. The Beagle Club of Queensland also has a 
Puppy Register with details of ne w litters. Details of the Beagle  Club of Queensland can be found 
on the back cover of this booklet.  

You should be wary of purchasing Beagles, or any dog for that m atter, from breeders or shops that  
do not offer pedigree papers. The pedigree paper is proof of obtaining an authentic Beagle. Breeders 
will often hear of stories where people have thought they bought a Beagle only to find a few months 
down the track that their Beagle is much larger that expected. There are a number of breeds that are 
very similar to the Beagle w ith the exception of height. At a young age the puppies look the same 
but as they grow older, become much taller than a Beagle. Many Beagle breeders have heard people 
ask of their Beagles “Is that a m iniature Beagle?”  or “My  Beagle at hom e is m uch bigger th an 
those.” Buying a Beagle with pedigree papers, from a registered breeder will ensure you get a “real” 
Beagle. 

Visiting the breeder 
The breeder of the litter will be  very keen to ensure their puppies are going into a suitable 
environment to keep the Beagle safe, happy a nd healthy. They have a good knowledge of the  
environments that best suit Beagles.  

Ask your breeder as m any questions as you can thi nk of. Ask questions not only of the particular 
litter but of the parents and lineage of the puppies a nd of the breed in general. Ask the breeder what 
they look for in a good Beagle owner. 

Your breeder will also ask you lots of questions about your house, yard,  family and work habits. 
Don’t get offended at these questions. The breeder is simply helping to determine for both you and 
their puppies, whether your home would be suitable for a Beagle.  

Once you a nd your breeder have determ ined that th e Beagle suits your needs, your lifestyle, your 
environment and your own personality, there will be much more to consider before you m ake your 
final purchase.  

Visiting the litter 
Arrange a tim e to suit yourself and the breeder to visit the 
kennel and you will be able to tell in a very short tim e 
whether the puppies will make healthy and happy pets.  

By the tim e puppies reach eight weeks of age there have 
been three m ajor sources of interaction that has influenced 
them. These are litterm ates, the mother and the breeder. In  
fact these th ree sources of inte raction are crucial to a pup' s 
socialisation skills. Basic kno wledge ab out can ine 
socialisation can prepare new puppy owners on how to 
gauge a pup' s social capabilities. Wherever you buy your 
puppy from it should not be hard  to ascertain whether the 
pup's early socialisation has been  adequate or in som e way 
restricted.  

Shy or standoffish behaviour can be  a sign of poor early socialisation.  This is often the case with 
pups being rem oved from their litt ermates too early. It can also be a sign the pups have had little  
interaction with their carers for the first six to eight weeks of their life. All puppies need a well -
balanced introduction to early training and socialis ation, but som e pups require m ore socialisation 
than others.  
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View the entire litter if possible  
When choosing your puppy this one im portant rule s hould be adhered to when ever possible. It is 
very hard to obtain a complete picture of your pup' s behaviour if he cannot be view ed interacting 
with his littermates. Viewing puppies of the sam e litter tog ether allows you to  see which ones are 
more dom inant and pushy or perhaps a little m ore reserved. At any rate, extrem es of this 
behavioural spectrum will clea rly stand out f rom a very young age and can only  be  truly gauged 
when viewing all the pups together.  

When you visit a litter of puppies over five weeks old the whole area should erupt into fun and 
movement as pups com e charging out to see yo u. Puppies should be outgoi ng and adventurous. If 
you visit a litter of puppies and they run and hide from you, warning bells should ring immediately.  

A healthy p uppy will appear clean,  plump and lively. Sometim es you will hav e the advantage of 
seeing the puppies'  dam  and perhaps their sire a nd other relatives. Re member that the m other, 
having just raised a demanding family, may not be looking her best, but if she is sturdy and friendly 
her puppies should be too. If you feel that som ething is lacking in the care or condition of the dogs, 
it is better to look elsewhere than to buy hastily and regret it afterwards.  

Buy a healthy dog with a good dis position, one that has been properly socialised  and likes b eing 
around people. If you live in a remote area and  have access to the Internet your selection can be 
done via email as photos can be attached for your pe rusal. Puppies can be flown to their destination 
without the stress of a long dist ance road trip and usually su ffer no ill effects. The only 
disadvantage of this is that you do not get to see the interaction between the whole litter.  

The different behavioural types can be categorised under the following headings.  

The Hyperactive Puppy 
The pup frequently noticed first wh en viewing a litter is the one that continually occupies himself 
by playing with his litterm ates, toys, or any pot ential human playmate. Active puppies, although 
outgoing and sociable, can be a real handful if thei r need  for activity  and inter action is no t met. 
Activities ranging from chewing, digging and bark ing are the norm for all puppies, but active  
puppies seem to take these pastimes to excess. This can put a constant strain on the owner' s 
resources for entertaining such a pup and they need very tolerant owners who are willing to put a lot 
of time into the tr aining and shaping of their behaviour. Those people not in a position to offer the 
extra attention it needs would stan d the real risk of letting the puppy mature into an overexcitable 
pet, one that would be the cause of much frustration because of his energy and exuberance.  

The Shy and Quiet Puppy 
This is another pup to stand out from his litterm ates but this tim e for completely opposite reasons. 
Shy and quiet pups are often standoffish with hu mans and other puppies. One of the m ost common 
'human' interpretations of such a pup' s behaviour  is that he seem s c alm and quiet and would 
probably be a passive and gentle dog to raise. Un fortunately if these pups are left to their own 
devices during the first twelve week s of social d evelopment this is rarely  the case. A s they mature 
they can often appear to be norm al around fam ily members and other pets but outside these close 
family ties  they can becom e fearful and even aggr essive es pecially to s trangers both people and 
animals. However in the long run even the shyest  puppy can mature into a confident dog capable of 
mixing in many and varied social circles if the training process is both fun and positive.  

The Dominant Puppy 
If you observe a litter of puppies interacting with each other for any period of time, you will be able 
to spot the one that sees himself or herself as the boss. Some people often interpret this behaviour as 
nothing m ore than extra confidence, which is true enough, but confident enough to take on all  
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comers even the new owners. In choosing a dom inant puppy to com e home with you as a fam ily 
pet, owners should always be prepared to put much time and effort into training and socialisation.  

Regardless of where you purchase your new puppy, always try to m ake your selection wisely, not 
just emotively. A suitable temperament is far more important than physical shape, size or preferred 
colour. These few brief  pointers are only guidelines to help you m ake a final puppy selection. 
Above all, enjoy being a major partner in your pup's growing and maturing process.  

FEEDING YOUR BEAGLE 
A Beagle's love of food is well kno wn! They will eat almost anything and their app etite can seem 
insatiable and hence that is why we  see a lot of "portly" Beagles. Beagles will go to any leng th to 
get at food and an unattended tasty morsel left within reach will be gone in no time -so beware!  

Adult Beagles over the age of 12 m onths require  1 m eal per day (altho ugh you can split the one 
meal if you would prefer to feed your Beagle twice per day) togeth er with a regular bone or hard 
chew food, while puppies from 3 months to 12 months will require a morning and evening meal, as 
well as a small bone or hard chew food to assist with baby teeth. Ensure that you have a sturdy bowl 
to feed your Beagle and one that he or she doe sn't have to chase around while eating. A m edium 
sized metal bowl with rubber base will be suitable.  

There are m any dif ferent brands  of  high quality dry f ood availab le, which provide a complete  
balanced diet for your Beagle from  puppy stage to senior citizen a nd require no additional  
supplements. These dry foods are mainly available fr om your veterinarian or produce store. Follow  
the recommended quantities for feeding your pet that are displayed on the packaging.  

If you do not want to feed your Beagle solely dr y food, a com bination of half dry food/half wet 
food is an alternative. T inned dog food, m eat rolls, dog casseroles et c, which are obtainable from 
the supermarket, are all suitab le. Even a sm all tin of  sardines or lean  meat cuts mixed in with th e 
dry food will be very welcomed by your Beagle.  

Dogs of all descriptions need to eat bones for healthy teeth and gum s. Give your Beagle a small 
brisket bone or dental b iscuit at least every s econd day. A nice bone will also help  to keep yo ur 
beagle occupied while you are out of the house. As  a change from a brisket bone you can also f eed 
your beagle raw chicken necks or wings but NEVER feed any dog cooked bones as the 
composition of the bone is changed when cooked and can splinter and seriously injure your pet.  

Avoid feeding your Beagle spicy or fatty foods. C hocolate should be avoided at all tim es, as it is 
toxic to dogs. If you wa nt to give your Beagle a small reward, there are many commercial products 
that are available from the supermarket. However, these dog treats should only be used occasionally 
and as a reward for good behaviour.  

Remember that Beagles love their food and will eat ev en if they don' t need it, so jus t be wary of 
those sad Beagle eyes begging for more food — do not overfeed your Beagle!!  

Plenty of fresh clean w ater should always be available . Puppies can tend to tip over their water 
bowl so make certain you have a good sturdy bowl that can't be tipped over. Also while your Beagle 
is still a puppy make sure that you do not have a bowl that is too deep in case your puppy falls in.  

The above dietary advice is a general guide only. If you are having a specific problem feeding your 
Beagle, you should consult your veterinarian for qualified advice.  

CARING FOR YOUR BEAGLE 
Being a short coated dog, Beagles do not require as  much attention to grooming as other breeds and 
have a coat that does not produce the characteristic  “doggy smell” when they are wet. They do not 
require regular washing but, with any dog, should be kept clean when necessary. 
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There are a number of areas of health for consid eration with the Beagle. The first is to ensur e their 
ears are cleaned regularly. Being a soft-eared dog, their ear canals can becom e dirty and can be 
susceptible to infection if not m aintained. A good clean inside and around their ear canal every few 
days with a cloth will assist in  preventing infection. There are a number of ear cleaning products 
available from your Vet to help keep your Beagle’s ears fresh and clean. 

You Beagle’s coat and nails will need regular at tention. A good brush once a week with a suitable 
brush will r emove any old or dead hair f rom the Beagle’s coat. You will be surp rised how shiny a 
Beagle’s coat will keep with regul ar brushing. Nails shou ld be cut with a sharp pair  of canine nail 
clippers once a week. C ontact you breeder or Vet if  you are unsure how to cu t your Beagle’s nails 
correctly. If you get into the ha bit of brushing the coat and cu tting the nails once a week, your 
Beagle will be m uch happier, healthier and better looking. They will als o love the extra tim e spent 
with you while you groom them.  

By far the best care you can give your Beagle is just being there. The healthiest Beagle is one th at 
has the love and attention of their fam ily and has plenty of opportunity to play and just be with its 
family. A neglected Beagle will not only be unhappy but is m ore likely to display less acceptable 
behaviour as a result. 

Desexing 
It is healthy and responsible care for your Beagle  if you have them  desexed. Their social behaviour  
will change once they reach puberty if  they are n ot desexed. It is m uch cleaner for bo th the Beagle 
and you if they are desexed. You will no t have stray dogs trying to get to your Beag le when she is 
in season.  Illnesses that m ay arise when older are reduced if desexed. U nwanted pregnancies and 
puppies, which are usually cross bred pregnancies, are less likely. Councils also give discounts for  
desexed dogs.  

There is m ixed literature on whether it is better to allow dogs to reach puberty bef ore desexing. 
Most Vets and breeders will recommend the dog is desexed when they reach about 6 months. 

TRAINING YOU AND YOUR BEAGLE 
It is important for you to note the heading of this section – “Train ing You and Your Beagle”. Most 
new dog owners expect that it is only the dog that requires training in order for it to behave. In fact, 
the success of a puppy or older dog  in behaviour depends largely on the behaviour o f the owner. I f 
an owner decides to re turn their puppy, explaining to the br eeder that the puppy digs up the yard, 
continually barks, or is just plain naughty, it can us ually be attributed to the new owner not making 
the effort to educate the puppy.  

Clarity, consistency and patien ce are required by the ow ner wh en training a ny dog, including 
Beagles. Be clear in your comm ands and wh at you expect of your B eagle. E nsure your are 
consistent with your commands and expectations. Inconsistency when  training is the leading cause 
of dogs failing to learn. Finally, pa tience to allow your Beagle tim e to learn what is expected and 
praise when they do the right thing is needed. S ome dogs, particularly puppies  will require a lot of 
training before they learn what is  expected of them. If it is important th at a Beagle learns what you 
want them to do, then you have to put in the time. They won’t teach themselves. 

General Training 
Puppy preschool is an  excellent v enue for your dog to develop bas ic obedience skills and to 
socialize with other dogs his own age . At this stage, all that is needed is a lead and a soft collar that 
fits well. Hold onto the lead and at first, let your dog take you where he wants to go. Then gently 
and gradually encourage him  to go where you want to go. The use of praise and f ood rewards is 
useful at this stage. Check w ith your local council fo r the location of your  nearest dog obedienc e 
club. They will tell you  at what age you can tak e your puppy along for more for mal training. In the 
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meantime, t he basics of sit, com e, stand and wa lking to heel can be taught in short 5-10 m inute 
sessions as young dogs are easily tired and distracted. For the same reasons, these lessons should be 
repeated every day to reinforce them in the young dog’s mind.   

Socializing 
It cannot be emphasized enough how important socializing is to a future as a 
well-adjusted dog. You should take your Beagle with you wherever you can, 
as soon as  it is safe for your dog to  be out and about (t his will dep end on 
vaccinations etc.,  ask  y our vet or b reeder). T rips in  the car, walks  on the 
street, to the shops, to the beach, with kids and with other dogs, will all help 
with socialization.  

Show training 
If you have purchased your young dog to show at conf ormation shows, it is alm ost certain that the  
breeder has been "standing" the Beagle in a show stance since they were able to stan d on their own 
four feet. T his is done to assess the young dog' s progress and potential as a show dog. They ma y 
also have been fitted with a very soft collar to help being used to having something around the neck. 
This would be very helpful to future training, as it is the hardest thing for a young dog to get used 
to. Once you get your Beagle home you can continue to practise "show standing" every day. They 
will become so used to it, they will actually en joy these on e-on-one times with you. Teach your  
Beagle to walk and run on lead  at your left side. They m ust also be taught to "stand for 
examination" while people run their hands over th em, as a judge would at a show. As Beagles are 
examined on a table at shows, start very early to get your Beagle used to st anding still on a table. 
Please supervise at all times while on the table.  

New exhibitors would be well advised to atte nd dog shows and observe the Beagles and their 
handlers in the ring. Watch how they gait their dogs  and stand them  for the judge' s examination. 
Watch what the judge asks each exhibitor to do. Practise all this at home with the help of family and 
friends.  

Whether you purchase your Beagle for show, obedience or com panionship, all dogs benefit from 
the type of training it takes to become a good canine citizen. 
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THE BEAGLE CLUB OF QUEENSLAND 
In 1993 the Beagle Club of Queensl and was established primarily to support and promote the bree d 
in the show ring. In the past years, however, it ha s had a significant increase in m embership of pet 
Beagle owners and has endeavoured  to support th e breed across all aspects of work, com petition, 
and play that can be had by a Beagle and its family. 

The club runs regular social events where Beagle lovers get together with their Beagles to enjoy the 
four-footed family. The club runs such social events as: 

• Beach walks 
• Bush walks 
• Lure Coursing 
• Drag Hunting 
• Breakfasts and Dinners 
• Training Days 
• Fun Days 

It is not uncommon to have over thirty Beagles and their owners at the walks and many more at the 
lure coursing and drag hunt days. 

After the events, all the Beagle lovers get togeth er to talk about their favourite subject, which is  
usually the antics that their Beagle got up to since the last event.  

Along with the social events, th e club also provides support and advice to Beagle owners or  
potential owners. The club conducts displays at ev ents such as pet Expos to provide inform ation 
and advice to the public on the breed. 

Puppy Register 
To save yourself work and m oney when it com es ti me to locate a puppy, the Beagle Club of 
Queensland provides a P uppy Register service. This  service collects the details of puppy litters of 
club members including when they are available, the number in the litter, the sex of the puppies, 
and the contact details of the breed er. Contact the Puppy Re gister with one call or email, indicating 
your preferences for sex  and colour. Details of all the current and upcoming li tters will be g iven to 
you. If there are no  litters available at any particular time, your name will be put onto a waiting list 
and you will be notified when a new litter is available. 

Beagle Rescue Service 
The Beagle Club of Queensland  operates the Q ueensland Beagle Rescu e. This p rogram relocates 
Beagles that are unable to be kep t in their current environment to a new hom e. The club often gets  
enquiries from families that w ould like to own a Beagle bu t do not want a young  puppy. The club 
endeavours to locate a suitable older dog for the fa mily. In some cases the club knows of a  suitable 
dog and can place the B eagle in th eir new hom e. Other tim es 
the fa mily may need to wait un til a suitable Beagle is found. 
Depending on the circ umstances, the club will eith er ac t as 
broker for the previous and new ow ners or will take the Beagle 
into care until a new owner can be found.  

If the Beagle has a current owner,  the club will act as a bro ker 
to locate a s uitable home f or the Beagle. The club will m atch 
the details of  the Beagle to those of a person on their list 
looking for an older Beagle and put the two parties in contact 
with each other. 
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If the Beagle is from  the pound or the RSPCA, the club will take the Beagle  into care, get the dog 
into a suitable condition for sale, which includes having the dog desexed where necessary, wormed, 
vaccinated and examined by a Vet. These Beagles will then be sold to a suitable owner at a minimal 
cost to recover expenses.  

There are several advantages of getting an older dog over a puppy: 

• You get what you see. Young puppies can change quite consid erably from 8 we eks to adult. 
Older dogs are usually either fully-grown or clos e to being fully-grown. Their size, colour and 
structure will remain largely unchanged.  

• No puppy problems. Many people love raising a Beagle from a very early age but owning a 
puppy is m ore demanding than owning an older dog. Toilet training, lead training and general 
obedience, teething, and genera l puppy behaviour are all things  that a new puppy owner will 
need to work at. These may not be needed for an older dog. 

• Less feeding. Some pe ople may not realis e that it is easie r to feed older Beagles than young 
puppies. Puppies may need to be fed up to three times a day until they are six months of age and 
at least twice a day until they are adult. Older dogs need only one meal a day. 

Before you contact the club for a rescue Beagle, you need to think about a few things. You need to 
make sure your house is appropriate for a Beagle. Good secure fences and a loving fam ily with lots 
of time to g ive a ttention and ex ercise to you r new family member are a m ust. You also  need  to 
think about the following things: 

• Do I want a boy or girl Beagle? 
• What colour Beagle would I like? 
• How old can the Beagle be that am I prepared to bring home? 
• Do I want a desexed Beagle or am I prepared to desex the Beagle? 
Once you have thought about these questions contact the club’s Beagle Rescue Service. 

 

 

The Beagle Club of Queensland Contact Details 
Email: beagleclubqld@hotmail.com 
Web: www.beagleclubqld.org 
 
 
 


